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Takeupajobtogeta feel ofthe corporate world 
Dear sir, 

STUDY IN INDIA 

Igraduated with a bachelor's degree in 
civil engineering. l am confused about 

myfuture-whether to pursue MTech 
Environmental engineering. I would 

like to know if the degree holds value in 
today's job market. Also, I am unaware 
of 'other'job opportunities or courses I 
can take as a graduate. Please help. 

Dear student, 

Dear sir, 

A confused soul 

Ifyou have not had any job experie 
take up ajob, at least for a short while, 
to get a feel of the corporate world. 
Do notjump into a Masters' course 
unless you are convinced you will 
pursue that field in the long run. There 
are opportunities in every field, but it 
depends on your abilities, personality 
traits, aptitude and abiding interest. 
List out all the possible options you 
have in terms of a long-term ca 
reer. You can also look beyond civil 
engineering into many options, but 
you should base it on your capabilities 
and inclination. Nothing prevents you 
from getting into marketing, teaching, 
data analytics, design, management, 
or actuarial science-and, of course, 
Environnmental Engineering. Even 
an internship in a small organisation 
working in the field you are interested 
in will get you a pretty good idea of 
whether you will fit into it. Then, you 
can think of upgrading your skills and 
qualifications accordingly. 

Kindly educate me on how many (and 

which) languages are mandatory in 
each board until which standard. Also, 
what are the pros and cons of IB? We 
are a non-Kannada-speaking Bengalu 
ru family. When I think about sending 
my kid to school, Kannada mayact 
as a big boulder to cross. My mother 
used to oversee my homework and 
studies, and l intend to do so and not 
rely on tuition. 

Dear Arvind, 

Arvind Aksha 

It is good that you intend to teach 
your child personally rather than 
sending for tuition. It helps the child 
understand better and builds good 
child-parent bonding. Rules about 
different Boards of study, languages 
etc. should always be checked directly 
with the relevant authorities since they 
keep changing and may have different 
applications for different children. At 
a young age, children can pick up a 
language very fast if taught correctly 
and with compassion for the student's 
learning pace. Picking up Kannada 
at this age will help him in academics 
and communicating, interacting, and 
dealing with different types of people 
in Bengaluru and elsewhere. Do not 
worry whether it is a 'scoring'subject; 
focus on ensuring the child has good 
guidance and learning. 

Dear sir, 
Ipursued the science stream with 
PCMB subjects in Class 12 and got 
qualified for a marine engineering seat 
through KCET. But after my father's 

advice, I got into a BBM course. Now, 
I work as an Exccutive in an Ed-tech 
company. However, Iam unhappy with 
my current carcer path. My heart lies 
in engineering. What are the pOssibili 
ties for me to get into engineering after 
completing BBM? 

Wasiya Naval 

Dear Wasiya, 
Though you may find some universi 
ties that will accept you in engineering. 
you will be going back by four years, 
Since you are dissatisfied with your 
work, ensure that you will be happy 
and motivated if you take up engi 
neering now and study for four more 
years. Evaluate on what basis you have 
chosen Mechatronics and how much 
you know about the field. As a BBM 
graduate, take up an entry-level job 
in an organisation connected to the 
Mechatronics industry and visualise 
how connected you feel. Ifyes, you 
can continue working and take up 
engineering in an evening college open 
to working professionals. 

Al Khwaja 
is a career counsellor based in 

BengalurU. 
Send in yOur queries to us at 

dheducatign@deccanherald.co.in with 
Study in india' in the subject line. 



Early career counselling 
can helpyoungsters 
Students can 
navigate their 
interests and 

abilities to develop 
an array of career 
options, with right 

guidance, writes 
Ankur Aggarwal 

fren, with change comes a 
lot of confusion, anxiety, 
and anticipation of what 
will happen next;every 
growing child goes 
through this multiple 
times until they reach 

adulthood. It becomes quintessential 
to guide, support and empower then to 
become responsible and successful as 
adults in the future. 

Empowering can be fruitful through 
self-discovery and self-awareness, 
allowing the child to understand and 
accept their strengths and weaknesses. 
The biggest question is- what is that one 
element that will guide them to become 
responsible citizens and adults? 

The answer is straightforward 
career counselling; more often than 
not, students get confused about their 
choices in life. This leads to various psy 
chological responses such as-procras 
tination, anxiety, avoidance etc. To build 
confidence and self-effcacy. guiding the 
students from a very young age becomes 
essential-most kids start talking about 
careers from ll-12. 

During this phase, the students active 
ly observe the surroundings and grasp 
all the stimuli that shape their percep 
tion of the world, making it essential to 
help them understand how to create 

their own space. 
Most students know seven career 

options-medical, engineering, law 
accounts/finance, computer application, 

managerment, and design. Still, we have 
seen an evolution in career choices, such 
as interior decorator, stylist, influencer, 
waste management, etc. 

A student must know how to use 
the skills to fill in the gaps in various 
industries. A career coach will help them 
navigate their interests and abilities 
and, in turn, develop an array of career 
options that will empower them to work 
towards achieving their dreams. 

Albert Einstein once said, "Everybody 
is a genius, but if you judge a fish by its 
ability to climb a tree, people will believe 
it is quite stupid. The fish's best ability 
is to swim in the water." The takeaway 
is that every student possesses a unique 
set of skills, and it takes a mentor or a 
coach to highlight that skill set in the 
concerned student. 

Agreat philosopher, John Locke, 
talked about Tabula Rasa", which 
means a child's mind is like an empty 
slate that observes data solely by sensory 
experiences. Therefore, early career 
guidance would help the students by 
filling their minds with the correct data 

appropriate for a suitable career choice. 

Going digital 
Theworld is technologically evolving, 
and the career counselling space is 
becoming digitally advanced, too. From 
virtual workshops to AR-VR-driven 
courses, ample new experiences are 
lined up for the students to trigger their 
sensory points and allow them to take a 
deep dive into the world of new careers. 

This is not oniy exciting for the kids, 
but it also provides parents with a 
space to discuss and gain knowledge 
from their kids about the ever-evolving 
landscape of new-age India. This helps 
bridge the gap between parents and 
kids and proliferates into a safe space 
for both parties to discuss previously 
unknown topics. 

Finally, change is the new normal, and 
career counsellors must help students 
develop skills and adapt to change to 
survive and thrive in this competitive en 
vironment. Everyone wants to achieve 
their job goals, live a purposeful life, and 
like what they do, and career counselling 
serves as an excellent support platform 
for students on this journey. 

(The author is co-founder and manag 
ing director ofa career counselling firm) 
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