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Changes in NEET-UG 2024 syllabus

press note from Akash
Byjus details the changes
intherevamped NEET
UG syllabus. The emphasis

is on the collection of study
materials for new topics, rely-
ing on trusted sources and both
old and new NCERT books.
Rigorous practice by solving
ample questions, embracing
experimental learning for com-
prehension, and maintaining
the relevance of omitted topics
within chapters are crucial
strategies, says the press note.
Here are the changes:

Physics

@ Class XII: Experimental
Skills is the only new addition,

with no deletions from the ex-
isting syllabus.

m Class XI:Physical World has
been removed, with no new
topics included.

Chemistry

m Class XII:Principles Related
to Practical Chemistry is new-
ly included, while The Solid
State, Surface Chemistry, Gener-
al Principles & Processes of Isola-
tion of Elements, Polymers, and
Chemistryin Everyday Lifehave
been deleted.

= Class XI:.No new topic has
been added, but States of Mat-
ter: Gases & Liquids, Hydrogen,
The S-Block Elements, and En-
vironmental Chemistry are no

longer there in the syllabus.

Zoology

= Class XII: No new topics but
deletions include Reproduction
in Organisms and Strategies for
Fnhancemnent in Food Produc-
tion - Amimal Husbandry.

# Class XI:Structural Organ-
isation in Amimals - Animal
Morphology (Frog) has been
added, while Digestion and Ab-
sorption has been removed.

Botany

w Class XII: Biodiversity and
Conservation (Sacred Grouves) 1S
a new addition, while chapters
such as Reproduction in Organ-
isms, Strategies for Enhance-

ment in Food Production, and |

Environmental Issueshavebeen |

excluded.

w Class XI: Morphology of

Flowering Plants (Malvace- |
ae, Cruciferae, Leguminosae,
Compositae, Gramineae) is a |
new inclusion, whereas Trans- |

port in Plants and Mineral Nu-
trition have been removed.

The changes were made in
order to streamline the sylla-
bus and make it more focused
on core medical concepts. The
excluded chapters are less
relevant to medical practice.
This will allow students to delve
deep into crucial topics and
improve their understanding.

- DHNS



BU embeds software
to detect plagiarism

bugin PhD thesis

BENGALURU, DHNS

rom November, the
Bangalore Universi-

ty (BU) has deployed
the DrillBit software, rec-

ommended by the Univer-
sity Grants Commission
(UGC), to detect plagiarism
in PhD thesis.

The university had de-
ployed the anti-plagiarism
software in 2015, but has
switched to DrillBit for
greater accuracy.

Recently, the varsi-
ty’'s Baba Saheb Dr BR
Ambedkar Central Li-
brary in partnership with
the UGC and INFLIBNET
held a regional training
on the software for its
faculty. More than 90 li-
brarians, PhD guides and
other faculty from var-
sities across Karnataka,
Tamil Nadu and Andhra
Pradesh participated in the
training,

BR Radhakrishna, librar-

A |

L Boneea awm |
| BANGALORE wv UNIVERSITY |

1an and coordinator for the
programme, said that BU
follows the UGC regulation
(Promotion of Academic
Integrity and Prevention of
Plagiarism in Higher Edu-
cational Institutions) passed
in 2018.

Data from the university |
reveals that around 2,500 |
candidates are doing PhD
and itawards more than 300
PhD degrees each year.

While demand for PhD
degrees in science subjects
are the highest, the varsity
also finds widespread inter-
estin PhDs in management
subjects.




STUDY ININDIA

Dear sir,
I graduated with a bachelor’s degree in
civil engineering. I am confused about
my future - whether to pursue MTech
in Environmental engineering. Iwould
like to know if the degree holds value in
today’s job market. Also, I am unaware
-of ‘other’ job opportunities or courses I
_cantake as a graduate. Please help.

A confused soul

Dear student,

-Ifyou have not had any job experience,
take up a job, at least for a short while,
to get a feel of the corporate world.

Do not jump into a Masters’ course
unless you are convinced you will

‘pursue that field in the long run. There
are opportunities in every field, but it
depends on your abilities, personality
traits, aptitude and abiding interest.
List out all the possible options you
have in terms of a long-term ca-

“reer. You can also look beyond civil

engineering into many options, but

£ vou should base it on your capabilities

“and inclination. Nothing prevents you
from getting into marketing, teaching,
data analytics, design, management,
or actuarial science —and, of course,
Environmental Engineering. Even
aninternship in a small organisation
working in the field you are interested

-inwill get you a pretty good idea of

whether you will fitinto it. Then, you
can think of upgrading your skills and
qualifications accordingly.

Dearsir,
' Kindly educate me on how many (and

| Takeupajobtogetafeel of thecorporateworld

which) languages are mandatoryin
each board until which standard. Also,
whatare the prosand cons of IB? We
are anon-Kannada-speaking Bengalu-
ru family. When I think about sending
my kid to school, Kannada may act

as a big boulder to cross. My mother
used to oversee my homework and
studies, and I intend to do so and not

rely on tuition.
Arvind Aksha

Dear Arvind,

Itis good that you intend to teach
your child personally rather than
sending for tuition. It helps the child
understand better and builds good
child-parent bonding. Rules about
different Boards of study, languages
etc. should always be checked directly
with the relevant authorities since they
keep changing and may have different
applications for different children. At
ayoung age, children can pickup a
language very fast if taught correctly
and with compassion for the student’s
learning pace. Picking up Kannada

at this age will help him in academics
and communicating, interacting, and
dealing with different types of people
in Bengaluru and elsewhere. Do not
worry whether itis a ‘scoring’ subject;
focus on ensuring the child has good
guidance and learning.

Dearsir,

I pursued the science stream with
PCMB subjectsin Class12and got
qualified for a marine engineering seat
through KCET. But after my father’s

advice, I gotinto a BBM course, Now,
Iwork as an Exccutive inan Ed-tech
company. However, ] am unhappy with
my current carcer path. My heart lics
in engineering. What are the possibili-
ties for me to getinto engineering after

completing BBM?
Wasiya Naval

Dear Wasiya,

Though you may find some universi-
ties that will accept you in engineering,
you will be going back by four years,
Since you are dissatisfied with your
work, ensure that you will be happy
and motivated if you take up engi-
neering now and study for four more
years. Evaluate on what basis you have
chosen Mechatronics and how much
you know about the field. As a BBM
graduate, take up an entry-level job

in an organisation connected to the
Mechatronics industry and visualise
how connected you feel. If yes, you

can continue working and take up
engineering in an evening college open
to working professionals.

All Khwaja :
is a career counsellor basedin
~ Bengalury, B
send inyour queriestousat
dheducationé nherald.co.in with
“Study inIndia' inthe subjéctline.




Early career counselling
can help youngsters

Students can
navigate their
interests and
abilities to develop
anarray of career
options, withright
guidance, writes
Ankur Aggarwal

ften, with change comesa
lot of confusion, anxiety,
and anticipation of what
will happen next; every
growing child goes
through this multiple
times until theyreach
adulthood. It becomes quintessential
to guide, support and empower them to
become responsible and successful as
adultsin the future.

Empowering can be fruitful through
self-discovery and self-awareness,
allowing the child to understand and
accept their strengths and weaknesses.
The biggest question is- what is that one
element that will guide them to become
responsible citizens and adults?

The answer is straightforward -
career counselling; more often than
not, students get confused about their
choices in life. This leads to various psy-
chological responses such as — procras-
tination, anxiety, avoidance etc. To build
confidence and self-efficacy, guiding the
students from a very young age becomes
essential —most kids start talking about
careers from 11-12.

During this phase, the students active-
ly observe the surroundings and grasp
all the stimuli that shape their percep-

tion of the world, making it essential to
help them understand how to create

their own space.

Most students know seven career
options—medical, engineering, law
accounts/finance, computer application,
management, and design. Still, we have
seen an evolution in career choices, such
as interior decorator, stylist, influencer,
waste management, etc.

A student must know how to use
the skills to fill in the gaps in various
industries. A career coach will help them
navigate their interests and abilities
and, in turn, develop an array of career
options that will empower them to work
towards achieving their dreams.

Albert Einstein once said, “Everybody
is a genius, butif you judge a fish by its
ability to climb a tree, people will believe
itis quite stupid. The fish’s best ability
is to swim in the water.” The takeaway
is that every student possesses a unique
set of skills, and it takes a mentor or a
coach to highlight that skill setin the
concerned student.

A great philosopher, John Locke,
talked about “Tabula Rasa”, which
means a child’s mind is like an empty
slate that observes data solely by sensory
experiences. Therefore, early career
guidance would help the students by
filling their minds with the correct data

appropriate for a suitable career choice.

Going digital

The world is technologically evolving,
and the career counselling space is
becoming digitally advanced, too. From
virtual workshops to AR-VR-driven
courses, ample new experiences are
lined up for the students to trigger their
sensory points and allow them to take a
deep dive into the world of new careers.

This is not only exciting for the kids,
butit also provides parents with a
space to discuss and gain knowledge
from their kids about the ever-evolving
landscape of new-age India. This helps
bridge the gap between parents and
kids and proliferates into a safe space
for both parties to discuss previously
unknown topics.

Finally, change is the new normal, and
career counsellors must help students
develop skills and adapt to change to
survive and thrive in this competitive en-
vironment. Everyone wants to achieve
their job goals, live a purposeful life, and
like what they do, and career counselling
serves as an excellent support platform
for students on this journey.

(The author is co-founder and manag-
ing director of a career counselling firm)
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Most Important Topics For

Science &
Technology

UPSC Prelims & Mains
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TDK to make
Li-ion battery
cells for Apple

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU @ New Dein

JAPAN'S TDK Corporation will
manufacture Li-ion battery
cells for Apple in its new plant
in Harvana, said telecom and
IT minister Ashwini Vaishnaw
on Monday.

The minister, in a tweet also
said the plant will create 8,000
to 10,000 jobs in the country.
“Apple, via its global supplier
TDK, will manufacture Li-ion
battery cells in a new plant in
Harvana. Will create 8,000-
10,000 direct jobs. This state-of-
the-art plant will further deep-
en the component ecosystem in
India,” the minister tweeted.

As per the reports, TDK ac-
quired a 180-acre land near Gu-
rugram, Haryana for %550
crore. The commercial produc
tion to supply ce]ls to Apple is

TDK will supply battery cells
to Apple’s Li-ion battery assem-
bler, Sunwoda Electronics,
which is already operating in
India and at present, imports
cells from various global
markets.



Key research hub leads

global Al ethics debate

Pioneering scientist Yoshua Bengio
warns companies about moving too fast

on Al without guardrails

Rapid developments in
artificial intelligence —and
recent turmoil at industry
powerhouse OpenAl-—have
brought fresh attention to a
Key hub of ethics research
related to the technology.
The hub is led by the
Canadian ‘godfather of Al',
Yoshua Bengio, who says he
1s worried about technology
leapfrogging human
intelligence in the not-too-
distant future.

Bengio — who won the
2018 Turing Award for
work on deep learning with
Geoffrey Hinton and Yann
LeCun — warned that Al
developments are moving at
breakneck speed, and risked
“creating a new species
capable of making decisions
that harm or even endanger
humans”.

OpenAl's recent dismissal
andthenrehiringafew days
later of CEO Sam Altman

PIC: AFP

Yoshua Bengio

— who has been accused of
downplayving risks in his
pushtoadvance its ChatGPT
bot — illustrates some of
the turmoil in the sector.
Bengio, who has previously
warned companies about
moving too fast without
guardrails, reiterated that
it's essential to have “rules
that will be followed by all
companies’.

Al safetyreport
At a summit in Britain
last month, Bengio was

tasked with leading a team
producing an inaugural
report on Al safety. The
aim is to set priorities to
inform future work on the
security of the technology.
Accordingly, he hasbrought
together a team of over a
thousand researchers to his
Mila research institute in
Montreal, Canada.

Neighbours here include
Al research facilities of
tech giants Microsoft, Meta,
IBM and Google. “This
concentration of experts
1s greater than anywhere
else in the world,” is what
attracted Google, says Hugo
Larochelle, the hoodie-
wearing scientific director
of the Silicon Valley giant’s
Alsubsidiary Deepmind.

Back in 2018, consultations
with the publie and
researchers from all
disciplines led to a global
Al charter called the
‘Montreal Declaration for a
Responsible Development of
Artificial Intelligence’s

- AFP




OpenAl's Q* is alarming
for a different reason

WHEN NEWS STORIES emerged last week that OpenAl had beenworking on a new
Almodel called Q*(pronounced “qstar”),some suggested thiswasa major step toward
powerful, humanlike artificial intelligence that could one day go rogue.What’s more
certain: The hypearound Q*has boosted excitement about the company’s engineer-
ing prowess, just as it’s steadying itself from a failed board coup. Peaks of Al excite-
ment about milestones have taken the public fora ride plenty times before. The real
warning we should take from Q¥ is the direction in which these systemsare pro-
gressing. As they get better at reasoning, it will become more tempting to give such
tools greater responsibilities. More than any concernsabout Alannihilation, that alone
should give us pause.

OpenAl hasn’t confirmed what Q*is,with reinstated Chief Executive Officer Sam
Altman only describing it as an “unfortunate leak,” but in the media, it sounds simi-
lartoanothersystem Alphabet Inc’s Googleisworking on. Gemini is the big new com-
petitorto ChatGPT,which won’t only generate text and images but also excel at plan-
ning and strategising, according to Google DeepMind CEO Demis Hassabis.
DeepMind famously created an Al model that beat champion Go players,and Gem-
ini will use some of those techniques for problem solving.

With Q% OpenAlseems tobe pushing ChatGPTinasimilardirection since,accord-
ing to multiple reports, Q*can perform grade-school math.That might sound unim-
pressive,but combining math capabilities with software
that canalsowrite text and createimageryis unique,and
ChatGPT until now has struggled to do equations cor-
rectly.If it could, that might correlate with an improve-
ment in problem-solving. Math requires understand-
inga problemand figuring out the stepstosolve it before
carrying out all the right calculations. That processis a
little closerto howwe humans thinkand solve problems.

Early versions of Gemini can already execute some

; tasksthat require planning,according to someonewith
PARMY access to Google’s forthcoming tool who didn’t want to
OLSON be named due to confidentiality commitments.

Examples of tasks that Gemini can do are hard to
come by, but the person who used the model said one
Bloomberg could, forinstance,askit to conduct market research for
a new product. It could then explore the web and come
backwithanalysisandadditionalideas.“With ChatGPT,

you still have to hold the hands of the model a bit more,” theyadded.

Asmore Al systemsare able to independently do things like conducting research,
theirhuman operators will likely shift from giving them single tasks, to giving them
broader responsibility for several duties. Think coordinating with colleagues over
email or managing analysis.That will sound tempting toany companyeager to make
itself more efficient, but such tools also promise to displace jobs, particularly entry-
level positions that ease young recruits into a new field.

Companies that outsource more to Al also risk baking gender and racial stereo-
types into their work systems. Most firms must choose from a handful of so-called
foundation modelsfrom OpenAl,Google orAmazon.com Inc.to upgrade theirinfra-
structure,and such models have been called out for not only showing entrenched bias
toward people with disabilities and racial minorities but also for being highly
inscrutable.OpenAland,byextension, Microsoft Corp.have refused todisclose details
that independent researchers need to determine how biased their language models
are, Forrester Research Inc. has predicted that close to 7 million US knowledge work-
erswill be using Microsoft 365 Copilot in 2024, Meanwhile, Google is rolling out its
own competitor, Duet Al, to the more than 3 billion users of its enterprise platform
Workspace.

Assuch tools are imbued with more planning and strategic skills,we’ll talk much
moreaboutgiving them“responsibility”instead of “tasks.” But we should do soslowly
and carefully. Their anticipated disruption could come back to haunt us.
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Virtual RAM: More Storage or Gimmick?

Virtual RAM has now become ubi-
quitous in smartphones. After be-
ing present in PCs for vears, the
technology is being wused by
smartphone brands to make their
products, especially in the entry-le-
vel and budget segments, more
compelling to customers who treat
the amount of RAM as a key factor
in making the purchase decision.
While most brands are restricted to
offering as low as 3GB or 4GB RAM
in smartphones priced under
710,000, adding another 4GB of vir-
tual RAM — effectively marketing
the product as having “4GB+4GB
RAM" — gives an impression that
the handset is more capable than
before. But adding 4GB virtual
RAM over4GB physical RAM is not
the same as having 8GB RAM in a
mobile phone, At best, the marke-
ting gimmick is good for keeping
maore apps running in the backgro-
und, but has little impact in impro-
ving the overall performance of the
phone or running heaving apps.

HOW DOESRAM WORK?

RAM, or random access memory,
is a high-speed storage that stores
data on a temporary basis, unlike
the internal storage where data is
stored permanently till its deleted
or overwritten manually RAM is

called volatile memory because of
its temporary nature, but is much
faster thanother types of memory
such as hard drives.

WHATISVIRTUAL RAM?

Virtual RAM is a feature on some
Android smartphones that uses a
portion of the device's internal
storage to temporarily act as addi-
tional RAM. It refers to RAM that
is not physically present on vour
device, but iscalled toaction when
needed. Virtual RAM is called by
different names by brands, such
as RAM Plus (Samsung), Dynamic
RAM Expansion (Realme), Memo-
ry Fusion (Tecno), RAM Expan-
sion (Oppo) and simply Virtual
RAM (Vivo). The technology, tho-
ugh, does the same thing: borrow
memory from
internal stora-
ge to provide
extra RAM
when needed.

MEMORY MANAGEMENT ON ANDROID

Android works on the premise
that free memory is wasted memo-
ry, and tries to use all of the avai-
lable memory at all times, resul-
ting in apps being stored in memo-
rv long after they have been closed
by the user. Some, like the Facebo-

IX1° EXPLAINER

ISTOCK

ok app, do not need refreshing
when they are in the background,
so they remain static in RAM. So-
me others, like Spotify, keep run-
ning even when the app is remeo-
ved from the foreground, using
RAM dynamically to scale up or
down depending on the activity.
These dynamic operations are de-
legated to a par-
tition in the me-
mory which
Google calls
zRAM, where
the app is com-
pressed sothat itdoes notoverload
the phone.

HOW ISVIRTUAL RAM BENEFICIAL?

As budget smartphones already
have less amount of RAM to work
with (most come with 4GB RAM),
virtual RAM is deployed by crea-

ting a zZRAM partition out of the
internal storage, so as to expand
the memory capability in storing
more of such dvnamic apps. As a
result, budget phones become mo-
re capable in running more apps
on the device, especially those
which get refreshed or updated in
the background.

ISVIRTUAL RAM A GOOD THING?
WHATNO ONE WILL TELL YOU...
Forone, usingstorageas RAM isnot
really beneficial as the natures of
the2components aredifferent. Whi-
le RAM is non-volatile storage whe-
re any byte of memory can be acces-
sed directly without having to read
the preceding bytes, hard drives sto-
re data sequentially and must be re-
ad fromthe beginning toreach a spe-
cific location. Further, RAMs opera-
te at much higher speeds as compa-
red to storage memory. While this
means virtual RAM may not work
as fast as normal RAM, more impar-
tantly, it may reduce the life span of
the internal storage as it is not me-
ant for frequent read-write opera-
tions required to function as RAM.

Subhrojit Mallick

FORFULLREPORT.COTO
www.economictimes.com
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In 2022, Bengaluru saw most cases of
cybercrime registered across all metros

City reported 9940 such cases, according to NCRB data; senior police official says Bengaluru tops the list because of the high concentration

of IT professionals in the city. which also reflects in high levels of awareness about cyber laws, prompting better reporting

Crimes reported in Bengaluru in 2022

Causing death by negligence 802
Robbery T R
Hit and run ziz__
Murder 113
Rape 151
Sexual harassment 120
Dowrydeath 38
Death due to 'ﬁégli'g;éh:e of civic authorities B 1

IPC cases registered in Bengaluru

Year Total number of casas

2020 19,964
2021 21,548
2022 28 666

Crimes against vulnerable population

Crimes against | Crimes against

Crimes against

Crimesjatrocities against Scheduled

children senior citlzens Castes/ Scheduled Tribes
2020 2,730 1,103 210 146
2021 3,127 1,342 237 178
§ 2022 3924 1578 458 247 1]
Source; NCRE annual report, 2022
The Hindu Bureau 4 27 H
027 narcotics cases

engaluru has again
Bmpped the list in
cybercrimes regis-

tered across all metro cities
in India in 2022. The city
has topped the chart of cy-
bercrimes cases for several
VEATS NOW.

However, this time, the
city accounts for nearly
three-fourths of the cases
recorded in 19 metro cities,
as per the data released by
the MNational Crime Re-
cords Burean (NCRB) on
Sunday.

The city reported 9,940
cybercrime cases of the
13,534 cases reported in 19
metro cities during 2022,
or 73.4% of the cases regis-
tered, the data shows.

A senior official said
Bengaluru tops the list in
cybercrimes because of
the high concentration of
IT professionals in the city,
which also reflects in high
levels of awareness about
cyber laws, prompting bet-
ter reporting.

However, the NCRB data
shows Hyderabad, the cap-
ital of Telangana, another

recorded in 2022

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The city has also recorded
the most narcotics cases
among 19 metro cities
across the country, with
4,027 cases, including 570
against peddlers in 2022,

The city police em-
barked on a special drive
against narcotics in the city
during the pandemic in
2020 and have kept at it
since then.

The Police Commission-
er releases data of drug sei-
zures, cases and arrests
made in narcotics cases ev-
ery month,

The city also has the

most cases registered un-
der The Immoral Traffic
(Prevention) Act, 1956, es-
sentially over prostitution,
The city registered 403
cases, followed by Chennai
which registered 156.

A senior official said that
the high number of narcot-
ics and prostitution cases
was also an indication of
better enforcement.

However, the city also
saw the most dowry ha-
rassment cases. Of 1,221
dowry harassment cases
registered in 2022, 964
were registered in Bengalu-
ru alone. Patna in Bihar re-
gistered the second highest
number of cases, 228,

IT hub in South India, re-
ported only 282 cyber-
crime cases among the 19
metro  cites. Lucknow,
Ghaziabad, Noida, and
Kanpur reported more cas-
es.
The city, having five

dedicated police stations
to exclusively deal with cy-
bercrimes, has also meant
ease of reporting.

Even in the current year,
the city has already
clocked over 9,000 cyber-
crime cases by November-

w b

£

o

Bengaluru has five dedicated police stations to exclusively deal with cybercrime cases and this has also
meant ease of reporting. In the current year, the city clocked over 9,000 cybercrime cases by

City also has most
cases of rash and
negligent driving

Movember-end. REUTERS

end.

With the growing num-
ber of cases , the City Pol-
ice Commissioner had
asked the jurisdictional law
and order police to pitch in
and start registering cyber-
crime related cases at the
local police stations to as-
sist their counterparts.

In addition the Commis-
sioner has also set up five
Special Investigation
Teams (SIT) each headed
by a Deputy Commissioner
of Police (DCP) to probe
specific kinds of cyber-
crimes.

Investigation and recov-
ery of money lost in cyber-
crimes has improved with
the Cybercrime Incident
Report (CIR)} which helps
to freeze transactions of
stolen money in cyber-
crimes in real time.

However, the recovery
is still only a fraction of the
money lost.

Information Technology
Minister Privank Kharge
said that the State, on an
average, lost ¥ crore a day
to cybercrimes in 2022,

Karnataka also topped
the list of States in the
number of cybercrime cas-
es reported with 12,549 re-
gistered, out of the total
31,908 registered in 2022,

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURL

Bengaluru has also topped
the chart in the maximum
number of cases booked
against drivers for rash
and negligent driving,
among 19 metro cities, in
2022, the National Crime
Records Bureau (NRB) da-
ta released on Sunday
showed.

The data revealed that a
total of 2,111 cases were re-
gistered against motorists
causing grievous hurt to a
total of 2,428 people. Ko-
chi comes second with
1,729 cases, ahead of Mum-
bai and Delhi.

A senior traffic police of
ficial said that the highest
number of cases indicate
better enforcement in the
city rather than the driving
scenario compared to oth-
er cities. However, he ad-
ded a lack of lane disci-
pline was a big problem.

The city traffic police
have brought several mea-

A senior traffic police
official said that the

hichest number of

cases indicate better

enforcement

sures o ensure discipline
among motorists and to
contain the number of
road accidents.

However, owing to ma-
ny reasons and the grow-
ing number of vehicles, li-
mited road infrastructure,
accidents and traffic viola-
tions are on the rise, the
senior official said.

The traffic police have
recently introduced Artifi-
cial Intelligence-based en-
forcement cameras for
traffic management.

The Bengaluru Traffic
Police have moved to
mostly online enforce-
ment and streamlined the
traffic situation through
sirict enforcement over
the last two years, an offic-
er with the Traffic Depart-
ment said.
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‘Don’tignore that

Wheezing during __
winters, it mayworsen - <

UNNIKRISHNAN S @TPuram

HRONIC obstructive pulmonary disease

(COPD) is a chronic inflammatory lung

disease that causes obstruction to air-

flow to the lungs. Common symptoms

include difficulty in breathing, cough-
ing, wheezing and increased production of
mucus. These symptoms can worsen during
the winter and it is important to take care of
the lungs through vaccines and other non-
pharmacological interventions, according to
doctors. Health experts say that COPD has
been largely neglected even though it is the
second leading cause of death in the
country.

“COPD awareness lags behind compared
to diabetes or hypertension. Often, detection
occurs long after lung cells get damaged. Pro-
tecting lungs is crucial, as even stable COPD

Normal
Bronchial tube

Bronchial tube

WINTER CARE
Avoid expnsure to extreme cold

Get vaccmated Health experts
recommend COVID-19, pneumococcal and
influenza vaccines to prevent compllcations

Mamtalnlng indoor air quallty

Exercising regularly

Special rehabllltation ﬁrogrammes
(pulmonary)

cases worsen during winters,” said Dr PS
Shajahan, a pulmonary medicine professor
at Government TD Medical College, Alap-
puzha, and vice-chair of IMA Research Cell
in Kerala. “Many equate COPD with asthma.

_ @XPLAINER
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AIlese numoers

However, their treatment and prognosis dif-
fer. While asthma is fully controllable, COPD
1s progressive with more long-term conse-
quences,” he added.

Chronic obstructive pulmonary disease
worsens during winter due to various rea-
sons. Breathing in
cold air can cause the
airways to constrict,
making it harder for
individuals with the
ailment to breathe. It may also trigger cough-
ing and other respiratory symptoms.

COPD patients are more susceptible to res-
piratory infections, such as the flu or com-
mon cold, which are more prevalent in the
winter months. Poor indoor air quality, with
factors like heating systems, dust and lack of
ventilation can contribute to respiratory is-
sues for individuals with COPD.
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Being overweight affects .
body’s response to Covid ..

Being overweight can impair the body’s
antibody response to SARS-CoV-2 infection
but not to the protection offered by Covid-19 |
vaccination, according to a study published in
the journal Clinical & Translational
Immunology, builds on the team’s existing
research on how Covid-19 affects people who
are overweight. “We have previously shown
that being overweight increases the severity
of SARS-CoV-2,” said Marcus Tong, a PhD
candidate at the University of Queensland in
Australia.

Nerve damage, brainstem
changes in tinnitus: Study

People with tinnitus, an annoying ringing in
the ears, have nerve damage and other
physical changes in the ear as well as
Increased brain activity to try to compensate,
researchers reported on Thursday in Scientific
Reports. The researchers studied 294
volunteers, a group that included people who
had never experienced tinnitus, some with a
brief bout of tinnitus in the past, and those

' who had tinnitus for more than six months.



DR VISHAL U S RAD

ERVICAL cancer is a global health cri-

sis that sadly goes unnoticed. In India,

cervical cancer is the second most

common cancer in women, with

around 1.2 lakh cases and 67.000 deaths
each vear. India has made significant
strides in improving maternal and child
health, but we now need to shift the para-
digm in India's thinking towards women's
health. By joining hands with the World
Health Organization (WHO) to support cer-
vical cancer elimination, India has a golden
opportunity to lead the way and eliminate
one more disease from our soil.

Cervical cancer is a silent epidemic that
has a profound impact on women, families
and society. The burden falls disproportion-
ately on women in rural areas, given the
limited access to healthcare and poor
awareness about preventive measures.
There is a glimmer of hope amidst despair:
cervical cancer is one of the few cancers
that can be prevented through vaccination,
as almost all cases are caused by human
papillomavirus (HPV). The HPV vaccine,
administered to adolescent girls and boys,
provides effective protection against future
HPV infections and cervical cancer. Addi-
tionally, regular screening and early treat-
ment can substantially reduce deaths from
cervical cancer.

On November 17, 2020, the world took a
historic step by committing to eliminate
cervical cancer, adopting WHO's global
strategy for cervical cancer elimination.
This strategy sets specific targets for vac-
cination, screening, and treatment, provid-

* .- Let’s make women's
OFTHEMATTER

health our top priority

CERVICAL CANCER STRATEGIES TO OVERCOME
CHALLENGES IN RURAL AREAS
ing a roadmap to tackle this disease head- » Deploying mobile clinics from screening
on. By partnering with WHO for a cervical » Training and engaging community health workers

» Telemedicine ®Awareness and education

» Single-visit approach: Women are screened and
treated, if necessary, In the same visit «Integrating
screening with existing health services «Public-private
partnerships @ Explore the use of innovative
technologies « Data monitoring and evaluation

cancer elimination programme, India can
leverage its expertise and resources to de-
velop a comprehensive strategy that focus-
es on prevention, early detection, and
treatment.

In India, public health is primarily a
state matter, allowing states to implement
innovative initiatives to combat cervical
cancer. Karnataka, a state witha proven
record in improving the health of its «
citizens, is uniquely positioned to
lead the charge in eliminating cervi- =~ .
cal cancer. Karnataka has already
demonstrated its commitment to
public health through its exempla-
ry work in tobacco control, which
earned Bengaluru, the capital
city, the prestigious 2023 Partner-
ship for Health Cities Award.

Building on this success,
Karnataka has set its sights on
achieving WHO's cervical can-
cer elimination targets and
protecting women from this
devastating disease, A recent
policy consultation, organised
by the Karnataka government

and FIND - a non-profit
organization dedicated
“_  toimproving diagnostic
access - brought togeth-
er state elected repre-
sentatives, government

officials, experts, academia and civil soci-
ety to discuss strategies to accelerate the
elimination of cervical cancer 1n
Karnataka.

As we develop a roadmap for eliminating
cervical cancer, our first priority must be
early and effective screening. While the
current guidelines in India recommend
visual inspection with acetic acid for wom-
en aged 30-65 years at least once every five
years, WHO recommends screening women
twice in their lifetime using high-perform-
ance HPV DNA-based tests, which are more
effective in preventing cervical cancer than
traditional Pap smears. Civil society organ-
izations in Karnataka have already piloted
these tests, with positive feedback and high
acceptance of the tests including self-sam-
pling by women.

Prevention is key in the fight against cer-
vical cancer, but vaccination and screening
programmes need to be scaled up nation-
ally to ensure that all women in India have
access to these lifesaving initiatives. India
has demonstrated its ability to tackle and
eradicate diseases before - the successful
eradication of polio is a testament to our
nation's commitment and capability. It is
now time to channel this expertise towards
combating cervical cancer and improving
women's health, for a healthier and more
empowered society.

(The author is dean of Centre of
Academic Research, country director of
Head Neck Surgical Oncology & Robotic
Surgery, HCG Cancer Centre; adjunct
faculty of Institute of Public Health (IPH)
and member of IPH Bengaluru Society)




Chemotherapy is
tailored according
to the molecular
sub type of cancer

Ultrasound Is
performed on those
below 40 years of
age. For those
above 40, utrasound
and mammogram
are done

Pravention:
Screening can
pick up signs of
cancer early

)

Genetic testing can
be done to identify
mutation in genes,
that are passed
down from parents,
which can increase
risk of breast cancer

o L\'-\.

Stage zero or insitu is the point when the tumour has not yet become cancerous,
If there is any small white coloured calcification detected in imaging, it Is sent
for biopsy. If it is positive, it can be completely cured.,

Stage 1: If the tumour is less than 2em
Stage 2: Tumour is 2-5 tm
Stage 3: Tumour is more than 5 cm,

BY SINDUJA JANE

ITH advancements in treatment
options, patients diagnosed with
breast cancer in early stages
need not fear about having to
undergo mastectomy (surgery
to remove a breast) as the breast
can be preserved by only remov-
ing the affected area. New methods have also
improved survival rates.

“Breast cancer is a curable disease. There
1s a need to get rid of the fear. If anyone no-
tices changes in the breast whether - a pain-
less lump, nipple discharge, discolouration
in the skin, ulcer or wound that is not healing
- thev must immediately get it checked. The
earlier it is diagnosed, the rate of survival
and chances of conserving the breast is high-
er,” said Dr Manjula Rao, consultant, breast
oncoplastic surgery, Apollo Proton Cancer
Centre, Chennai.

“Everyone from the age of 18 and above
must perform monthly self-examination.
Once a year, they should go and see a doc-
tor. All women above 40 should get a
mammogram once a year,” she added.
Earlier, health experts viewed breast
cancer as a localized disease that af-
fects only the breast, but it has changed
with the realisation that it is a system-
atic disease. It can spread to other or-
gans like bones, liver, lungs and
brain.

“Earlier, the treatment accompa-
nied radical procedures in which doc-
tors removed the entire breast and
underlining muscle till the bone, as
they thought the outcome will be bet-
ter It is not true, so the treat-
ment also changed. System- .= *
ic treatment includes

chemotherapy, targeted

lymph nodes are involved

Stage & : The cancer has spread to other
oigans and more lymph nodes are affected

therapy and hormonal therapy,” said Dr K
Keerthi, associate consultant, breast surgery,
Kauvery Hospital, Chennai.

“In zero, one, two and three stages of breast
cancer, the survival rates are very good. In
zero and stage one, it curable and survival is
100%. In stage two, survival rate is 95% and
stage three it is 70-80%. In stage four, if the
cancer has spread to other organs, then sur-
vival rate is 50% or less. Because of advance-
ment in treatment, survival rate has im-
proved,” said Keerthi.

“In systemic treatment, surgery should be
first performed and followed by radiation
therapy. Surgery includes removing the
breast, followed by the lymph nodes near the
armpit, if they are affected,” she said.

“Earlier they used to remove the entire
breast or entire lymph nodes. Now, in a selec-
tive set of patients, it is possible to do breast
conservation surgery (BCS). The is no need
to remove the whole breast (mastectomy),”
said Manjula. The breast is removed only
when the tumour is big and has spread. “For
patients where the tumour is small and not
spread to other tissues, oncoplasty can be
done without mastectomy. Oncoplasty is a
combination of cancer treatment and aes-
thetic or cosmetic procedure in which the
tumour is removed and filled with muscles,”
said Keerthi.

“Even with mastectomy, now reconstruc-
tion options are available like implant in
breast or reconstruction using tissues from
parts of the body, like the back muscle of the
breast can be rotated and brought to the place
of the breast. Another method is reconstruct-
ing using tissue from the lower abdomen,"
she added.

Similarly, unlike earlier, all lymph nodes
need not be removed. "By doing sentinel
lymph node biopsy (SLNB), a test to see
which lymph node is affected, surgeons

can remove only the affected
lymph nodes,” added Dr
Keerthi.

Dr Selvi Radhakrishnan,
founder of Chennai Breast
Clinic, said every year
around 1.4 lakh new breast
cancer cases are detected in
India, according to the In-
ternational Cancer Research

Foundation. These numbers

RLY SCREENING CAN SAVE YOUR BREAST

< we don't have a _I-“-:'pulat ]”_n
f.g;llgpf 4%?:@3“1 5-10% we know it is her%dlt-
tary and what gene is causing the cancer. bu
in 90%. it is lifestyle associated, like ﬂhesltj_p:
particularly visceral obesity, though we don't
know the cause of cancer in some,” said
Selvi. ) ]

“Following good diet, physical exercise and
adequate sleep will help. Avoiding stress is
also recommended,” she added.

“There are different types of breast can-
cers based on the molecular subtypes, which
are based on proteins the cancer cells are ex-
pressing - estrogen receptors (ER), progester-
one receptors (PR) and Human Epidermal
Growth Factor Receptor-2 (HER2),” said
Keerthi.

“If it is estrogen receptor positive then it
is called hormone type of breast cancer. If
these three receptors are negative then it is
called triple negative breast cancer. If all
three are positive, then triple positive breast
cancer. If PR and ER are negative, but HER2
1s positive, then it is called HER2 enrich
breast cancer,” added Keerthi.

Line of treatment

“For hormone positive cancer, first sur-
gery is done, followed by chemotherapy and
hormone therapy in the form of tablets for
5-10 years. Again different types of tablets
are given based on the patient if she is in pre
or post menopausal stage,” she added.

If it is triple negative or HER2 enrich
breast cancer, usually chemotherapy is given
first because these two are aggressive types.
To know the response, chemotherapy is given
first. After the size of the tumour is reduced
by chemotherapy, surgery is done. It will be
followed up by plus or minus radiation.

“In HER2, advanced drugs are used to tar
get the HER2 receptor and the treatment goes
on for a year. There are 17 cycles, given at an
interval of two to three weeks,” Keerth:
sald.

Dr Manjula added that radiation methods
have evolved as it can be given only 1o the af
fected area so that other adjacent organs are
protected.

“This is done using image guided raduaton
therapy which can cancentrate on the 1,
mour areas. [n the early stages of rwnows we
can place a wire in the tumour arsa so that
radiation is given to only that area =
brachytherapy.” added Keerth:

S CHed



Tus. approves
Granules’ copy
of drug for a
lung condition

The Hindu Bureau
HYDERABAD

Granules has received U.S.
Food and Drug Administra-
tion approval for its gener-
ic version of Viatris Spe-
cialty’s Revatio pulmonary
arterial hypertension
(PAH) treatment.

The product, therapeut-
ically equivalent to Via-
tris’s Sildenafil for oral sus-
pension, 10 mg/ml, is
indicated to improve exer-
cise ability and delaying
clinical worsening in pa-
tients with PAH, Granules
said on approval of the AN-
DA filed by unit Granules
Pharmaceuticals Inc.

The current annual U.S.
market for Sildenafil for
oral suspension is about
$43 million, Granules said.



The need to transform agri-food systems

What didd the repont from the Unieed Nations Food and uliure 0
areca nut alfect

EXPLAINER

It Srinkvas Yasy
Kacishm Shelar
The story so far:
groandbreaking re port from
the United Nations Food and
Agriculture Orgamdzation (FAQ,
prublished earbier this manth,
has lald bare the staggering hidden cosss
of our global agridfood systems,
surpassing an astonishdong $10 trillion. In
midddbe-income countries ke India, these
costs constitute nearly 1% of the GDP
which manifests as higher poverty,
environmental harm, and health-relared
impacts, including undernourishment
and unhealthy dietiry patterns. The
report blames "unsustainable
business-as-usual activities and practioes”
for these escalating costs, pointing to
fieed to transform agri-food systeris, One
waty to do so is to shift to multi-cropping
systems thit have the potential 1o protect
farmers' well-being, improve nutritienal
outoomes for our commamities, and
positively impact ecological health

Impressive improvements in agricultural
productivity have been achieved in India
over the last five decades by
mainstreaming monoe-CTopping systems
and che mical-intensive farming practices.

The Green Revolution focused on the
miarketing of high-vielding varieties of
paddy and wheat on agricultural lands,
which niow constitute more than 70% of
India's agriculmral production. The
infusion of seeds purchased from
multirstional corporations and fertilizers
undermined seed sovereignty, dismantled
Indigenous knowledge systems, and
fuelled a shift from diverse crop varieties
and staples such as pulses and millets to
monoculiure plantations. This trend also
compromised the nutritional needs af
households and resulted in adverse
ecological consequences including
excessive extraction of proundwater.

This privatisation and deregulation of
agricultural inputs also increased
indebtedness among agrarian
households. In 2013, the debt to asset
ratio of 3 farmer's household in India was
E30% bigher than in 1992, Agriculture in
India has increasingly become unviable:
the average monthly household income of
a farming household sits at 10,815,

'Which are the crops being favoured?
Under the Nagional Food Security Act
2013, 65% of househalds (around 800
million people) in India are legally
assured a right to food at subsidised rates
through the Public Distribution System
and welfare programmes such as the
Integrated Child Development Services
and the Mid-Oay Meal Scheme.

To meeet this requirement, the
procurement of food crops is coordinated
by the Food Corporation of India (FCI),
which is required to maintain a central
poud of buffer stock and to procure,
transport, and store fondgrain stocks in
the country. However, this procurement
policy heavily favours rice and wheat. In
20192020, the FCI procured 341.32 lakh
million tonnes (MT) of wheat and 514.27
lakh MT of rice. Whole wheat and rice
alsn became export commodities. In
contrast, the Indian government
approved the procurement of 3 total of
only 3,49 lakh MT of coarse grains such as
Jowmr, bajra, rogi, maize, and barley by
State governments for the ceniral poal
and local distribution, which is less than
1% of wtal foodgrain procurerment, Not
surprisingly, th area under cultivation of
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the Lﬂhﬂhmii water-nensive cash on
the environment? How will diversification of crops helps

cuarse grains dropped by 20% between
19661967 and 20172018, whereas the
area under rice and wheat increased by
nearly 20% and 56% respectively.

At the same time, other water-intensive
cash crops like sugarcane and areca mt
have also flourished under policies
favouring investments in dams and canal
irrigation (favourable for sugarcane) and
free electricity for borewells (favourshle
for areca mut). This trend threatens food
security and the production of nutritons]

the pressure on groundwater resources,
and contribustes to air and water
pollution. And ronically, small and
marginal Grmers in India are among the
The globat food system structure has a
direct impact on the last mile - on both
farmers and soil. Between 2012 and 2016,
large fluctuations in soya prices in the
global market and a ghet i supply from
Latin American countries eroded income
for soy farmers and agro-companies in
Malw:.]—]h‘tmlly;uw:l], global trade
relations have influenced food
systems in the Global South. In the
pre-independence era, fax systems were
introduced to efficiently collect revenue
for British-enforced exports of primary
raw materials, such as cotton.

How can crop diversification help?

A systemic shift in food regimes, from
local o global value chains, s essential.
The starting point for addressing these
complex systemic Esves could arise from
local efors, such as the diversificarion of
farms.

Daversified multi-cropping systems,
rooted in agroecology principhes, couwld
be & viable solution to revitalise degraded
land and soil. Practices knowm by various

they may lead to a decline in fGrmer
income even if the environment
mmproves.
Bui the FAD report says that there are
substantizl ~hidden costs™ associated with
the ourremnt systems which need to be
fartored into long-term evaluations of
income . Moreover, millets, whose yield
per hectare is comparable to those of rice

capital and allow Grmers to becomse
nutritionally secure. By redirecring
Mﬁcmﬂhmtn

capital, instead of noentivising them to
deplete ii.
How can farmers transition®

In Is unerealistic 1o expect farmers w shift
awzy from mono-coltivation of rice and

mndscape and suxrain Brm inoEmes in

for market acoess, drudgery, and the need
fior farm Bhour is crocial when
enviskmning such 3 Tansition

Scaling up these pracoces requires
aﬂhﬂmmm

P. Srimivazs Vs is the founder of 3001, a
truest dhat lnhanuhﬂf-gnﬂm
ﬂmsmnmw
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Govt lays out measures to contain
black money menace in real estate :

MONIKA YADAV @ New Delhi posed under Section 269T to en-'*

IN a bid to combat the circula-
tion of unaccounted money or
black money in the real estate
sector, the government has
implemented a series of strin-
gent measures, ranging from
legislative amendments to en-
forcement actions.

Under the provisions of the
Income Tax Act, several key
legislative amendments have
been introduced, as per the
written reply by Minister of
State for Finance Pankaj
Chaudhary to the parliamen-
tary question.

Section 43CA and Section 50C
of the Income Tax Act now re-
quire the adoption of the stamp
duty value as consideration if
it exceeds the declared amount.
Section 50CA, along with rele-
vant Income Tax Rules, man-
dates the use of the stamp duty
value of immovable property
to determine capital gains on
the transfer of shares in unlist-
ed companies.

To further prevent tax eva-

sion, Section 56(2)Xx) has been
enacted to tax the difference be-

tween the stamp duty value and
the consideration received if it
exceeds ¥50,000 in the hands of
the recipient. Moreover, Sec-
tion 194-IA now requires the
deduction of 1% tax at the time
of payment for any sum exceed-
ing ¥50 lakhs as consideration
for immovable properties.

“In order to curb cash deal-
Ing in real estate transactions,
section 269SS was amended to
prohibit receipt of 20,000 or
more for transfer of immovable
property otherwise than by
banking channel. Similar re-
striction is provided under sec-
tion 269T,” Chaudhary said.

A similar restriction is im-

hance transparency. Specified
entities are required to furnish
a statement of financial trans-
actions (SFT) for relevant
transactions, including those
related to property, as per Sec-
tion 285BA. Rule 114B and Rule
114E of the Income tax Rules,
1962, mandate the mandatory
quoting of PAN and reporting
of immovable property trans-
actions above specified
thresholds. |

“The Benami Transactions '
(Prohibition) Act, 1988 was
comprehensively amended
through the Benami Transac-
tions (Prohibition) Amendment
Act, 2016 to provide for an effec-
tive regime for prohibition of
benami transactions. Such
benami transactions include:
transactions in real estate sec-
tor also,” he added in the writ-
ten reply. “Appropriate actions
as per the provisions of the In-
come Tax Act, 1961 include con-
ducting searches and surveys,
assessment of income, levy of
tax, imposition of penalty,

launching of prosecution ete,”
he added.

-



Mkt rises 2% on election outcome

Rally makes investors richer by about Z6L cr as m-cap of BSE listed firms reaches ¥343.5L cr

ARSHAD KHAN @ New Delhi

A day after Prime Minister
Narendra Modi-led Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) clinched a
victory in three state elections,
domestic equity market peaked
to a new all-time high.

The benchmark indices -
BSE Sensex and NSE Nifty50 -
registered one of their sharp-
est single-day gains in recent
time. The rally made investors
richer by about 6 lakh crore in
a single session as the market
capitalisation of all BSE-listed
firms rose to ¥343.5 lakh crore.

As per market experts, a
thumping majority in state elec-
tions reinforces the belief that
the ruling party will retain
power in the 2024 general elec-
tions, providing stability and
business-friendly policies. The
election results coupled with fa-
vourable factors such as sharp
growth in September quarter
GDP numbers, robust GST col-
lections and a fall in consumer
inflation have made India an at-

tractive market despite being
more expensive than other
emerging economies.

Pranav Haridasan, MD &
CEO at Axis Securlnes said
election results have t}n'own a
positive surprise, with the mar-
kets now assigning a greater
probability of continuation of
existing government policies
beyond 2024 and decisive elec-

tion mandates.

“This development removes a
significant short-term over-
hang from the markets. We be-
lieve the near-term markets are
likely to see strong interest, led
by a rebound in industrial
growth and a benign interest
rate trajectory. Sunday’s events
have lowered risk for investors
in the short term, and they can
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expect a good closing for the cal-
endar year,” said Haridasan.

The Sensex surged 1,437
points intraday to hit an all-time
high of 68,918.22, while Nifty50
moved 435 points up and hit a
fresh peak of 20,702.65. At close,
Sensex was at 68,865.12, up 2.05%
or 1,383.93 points the braider
Nifty50 settled at 20,686.80, up
418.90 points, or 2.07%.



Govt earned

Rs 3.41L cr from

taxes on petrol,
diesel in 6 months

GYANENDRA KESHRI
NEW DELHI, DHNS

’. I ihe government earned
Rs 3.411akh crore from
taxes on petroleum

products, especially petrol
and diesel, in the first six
months of the current finan-
cial year, data released by the
union petroleum ministry
showed.

Out of this total tax collec-
tion, Rs 1.85 lakh crore went
to the central government's
kitty, while states collected
Rs1.55lakhcrore, as perdata
provided by Minister of State
for Petroleum and Natural
Gas Rameswar Teli, in reply
to a question in Rajya Sabha,
on Monday.

The minister stated that
the cess on petroleum prod-
ucts, whichis notshared with
the states, increased to Rs
21.445 crorein 2022-23 from
Rs10,676crorein 2020-21.1n
the first six months of the cur-
rent fiscal mop-up from cess
stood at Rs 8,048 crore.

“Lion’s share of the taxes
and duties are being collect-
ed by the central government.
What is more perturbing is
the exponential growth of

cess on the crude oil over the
years, which doesn’t form
part of the divisible pool
shared with the states,” said

John Brittas, Member of
Parliament, Rajya Sabha, to
whose query Teli had replied.

Taxes imposed by the cen-
tre and the state governments
form a major chunk of the
price of petrol and diesel in
India. The highest amount of
tax is levied in the form of ex-
cise duty by the centre. States
impose sales tax and value
added tax (VAT) on top of it.

During the financial year
ending March 2023, the
government earned Rs 7.48
lakh crore from taxes on pe-
troleum products. Qut of this,
Rs4.28lakh crorewenttothe
central government’s exche-
quer, while Rs 3.20 lakh crore
went to the states’ kltty
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‘Ending FAME subsidy will
lead to 25% surge in EV prices’

scheme ends in March

s -

CYANENDRA KESHRI
NEW DELHI, DHNS

iscontinuation of in-
Dcentives offered under

the Faster Adoption
and Manufacturing of Elec-
tric Vehicies in India (FAME)
programme will lead upto 25%
surge in prices of electric ve-
hicles in the country and may
delay transition to cleaner en-
ergy, industry body FICCI said
on Monday.

In a proposal submitted to
the Union Ministry of Heavy
Industries, FICCI has pitched
for continuation of the FAME
scheme for five years more.
The second phase of the incen-
tive programme (FAME-II) is
settocometoanendin March
2024,

FAME scheme was
launched in April 2015 with a
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capital outlay of Rs 895 crore
to encourage faster adoption
of electric and hybrid vehicles
by way of offering upfront in-
centive on purchase of electric
vehicles. The second phase of
the scheme was launched in
2019 with a budgetary outlay
of Rs10,000 crore.

FAME-II was initially for
a period of three years. It has
been extended by one year till
March end 2024. Recently
the Department of Expendi-
ture approved a proposal to
increase outlay for FAME-II
by Rs 1,500 crore taking the
total outlay to Rs 11,500 crore.

“While we have well be-
gun, we are nowhere close
to being half done. Let us not
forget that the current price
premium of EV vis-a-vis ICE
(internal combustion engine)
without any subsidy is still

1 r 1= B
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substantial ranging from 40%
to as high as 130% for various
segments,’said Sulajja Firodia
Motwani, Vice-Chairperson of
Kinetic Engineering.
“Continuation of demand
incentive or subsidy is imper-
ative and critical to help re-
duce this price gap. Fame III
is required to spur continued
interest from customersin EVs
and increase penetrationover
the next few years,” she added.
In its proposal submitted
to the ministry of heavy in-
dustries and NITI Aayog,
FICCI has suggested that the
third phase of FAME scheme
should beimplemented for five
years with a provision of “mid-

scheme review at the end of 3
years, to assess the penetration
achieved and calibrate the
scheme orslabs of incentives.”

Inaddition tosupporting de-
mand creation for the priority
segments of public transport
(eBus, E3W, e-taxi) and E2W
(electric two-wheeler), FAME-
[II may also include segments
like MHCV (trucks); personal
segment for e4Ws and private
buses, the industry body said.

“EV penetration in India
is only 5% currently. It is im-
perative to continue FAME
scheme to achieve critical
mass towards reaching overall
30%EV penetration targets by
2030,” FICClI said.




NIfty, Sensex touch new highs

Both benchmarks
iogaed their best session
in & months

BENCALURU, REUTERS

inancial and energy stocks led
Fshares to new all-ume highs

on Monday as key wins for
the ruling party in state elecnons
lifted the domestc market, already
boosted by strong macroeconomic
data and easing global interest rate
expectanons.

The NSE Nifty 50 index rose
2.07% 10 20,686.80 points, notching
a record high for second session in a
row. The S&P BSE Sensex climbed
2.05%1068,865.12, arecord close.

Both the benchmarks logged their
best session in 14 months and settled
in the over-bought zone.

India's ruling Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) secured key victories
in three of the four state assembly
elections, results showed over the
weekend.

“The party in Indian equity
markets will go on,” said Gaurav Dua,
senior vice president and head of
capital market strategy at Sharekhan
by BNP Paribas.

on key wins for the BJP

BSE Sensex 68,865.12 NSE Iﬂbﬁﬁﬁ
03.30 pm -
68,373.57 s ToA0188 .
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11.00 am 1.00 am 3.00 pm 11.00 am 1.00am 3.00 pm

“The strong macroeconomic data,
favourable political outcome from
state assembly elections and improv-
ing global environment has moved
sentiment to risk-on from risk-off,”
Dua added.

Dua a further 5%-8% rally
in the benchmark Nifty 50 between

now and Lok Sabha elections in May
2024. Eleven of the 13 major sectors
hit new all-time highs on Monday.
Financial services rose up 3.23% and
energy stocks climbed 2.61%, leading
sectoral gains. The two indexes
account for about 46.5% weightage
in Nifty 50 index.

Index heavyweights Reliance
Industries, ICICI Bank , HDFC Bank
gained between 1% and 5%.

The Nifty had hit a record high on
Friday, on the back of strong quar-
terly growth and monthly factory
actwvity data.

Larsen & Toubro jumped 3.93%
after several analysts identified the
company as one of their preferred
picks, citing potental gains from the
government’s focus on infrastruc-
ture and welfare spending.

Adani group stocks advanced
between 1.4% and 10% and topped
gains in several sectoral indexes
including metals and energy.

Eicher Motors hit a record high.




At10,000, Bengaluru saw
most cybercrimes than
any other city: NCRB

—— . —

PRAJWAL D'SOUZA
BENCALURU, DHNS

he tech-savvy netizens of

Bengaluru were preyed

on the most by cyber-
criminals as the city reported
9,940 cases of cybercrimes in
2022, according to the ‘Crime
in India 2022 report released
bvthe National Crime Records
Bureau (NCRE) on Sunday.

According to a senior police
officer, cybercrimes currently
comprise 28% of the total cases
in the city.

The cases in Bengaluru with
an estimated population of 85
lakh as per the 2011 census
were more than the combined
total reported by Mumbai
(4,724)and Hyderabad (4,436)
ranked second and third, re-
spectively, the annual report
revealed.

An analysis of the NCRB
data revealed a 54.75% in-
crease in cybercrimes in 2022

compared to 2021 — showing
aworrying trend in the Silicon
Valley of India.

In 2020, Bengaluru report-

ed 8,892 cybercrime cases. In
2021, there was a 27.76% de-
crease as 6,423 were reported,
butitrose significantlyin 2022
asthetotal stood at9,940. The
charge sheet rate was at 22.6,
the data showed.

Fraud main motive

The report revealed that the
motive in 93.45% of the cases
was todefraud, followed by ex-
tortion (364), sexual exploita-
tuon (224), causing disrepute
(26), personal revenge (20),
emotional motives like anger
(12) and others (5).

Around 9,501 cases in 2022
were of computer-related of-
fences, including 6,319 cases
of cheating by personation us-
ing computer resources. Data
showed that 422 cases were
related to the publication or

According to a senior ﬁoiice 6fficeﬁ cybertfiniés'c_u
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comprise 28% of the total cases in the Bengaluru.

the transmission of obscene
orsexually explicitactsinelec-
tronic form.

Interestingly, the cityreport-
edzero casesof online banking
fraud, OTP fraud, data theft
and cyberstalking or bullying
of womenand childrenin 2022.

More netizens, more
cybercrimes

State CID chief Dr M A Sal-
eem said that the propensity
for cybercrimes was higher in
Bengaluru as the population
of the ‘net citizens’ was more
and there was an increased de-
pendency on online financial
transactions.

“"Because of the sheer num-
ber, the vulnerability is also
high,” Dr Saleem, Director
General of Police (DGP), Crim-

inal Investigation Department
(CID), Special Units and Eco-
nomic Offences, told DH.

“Greedisalso a key factorin
many cases. Physical crimes
like robbery, dacoity and
house break-inthefts and chain
snatching cases are coming
down - giving way for digital
crimes.”

The city has eight separate
police stations dedicated only
to cybercrimes and a main ¢y-
bercrimestation, the firstin the
country to be setup in 2001, at
the C1D building.

"All police stations are em-
powered to take up cybercrime
cases, Dr Saleem said.

"We are also training the
station house officers (SHOs)
of all the law and order police
stations regarding the inves-

ech capital’s cyber-savvy citizens
turn capital for fraudsters

Common types of
cybercrimes

= Online/part-time job fraud
m Debit/credit card fraud

m Matrimony fraud

m Lottery scams

m Sextortion

m OTP fraud, phishing

m Cryptocurrency, stock in-

vestment fraud

Motive Cases
Fraud 9,285
Extortion 364
Sexual

exploitation 224
Causing disrepute 26
Personal revenge 20
Emoticnal motive

(@anger etc.) 12
Others 5

tigation of cybercrimes, han-
dling digital evidence and how
to extractdara.”

The CID boss urged the resi-
dents tonot respond to dubious
messages, secure their digital
credentals and mobile phones
and never pick up video calls
from unknown phone numbers
on WhatsApp.



Sensex rises 1,384 pts to
‘new highin buII charge

letySO also takes wing to

reach fresh high

SUNDAR SETHURAMAN
Mumbai, 4 December

he Indian equity
benchmarks soared

to unprecedented.

heights on Monday.
The catalysts were the recent
state election results, which

further built hopes among

investors of continuity of gov-
ernment at the Centre after

the Lok Sabha polls next year.

The bulls, already invigor-
ated by the prospect of immi-
nent rate cuts by the US
Federal Reserve, bought
shares across the board, pro-
pelling the combined market
cap of all BSE-listed firms by
35.8 trillion.

The Sensex climbed 1,384
points (a 2.05 per cent
increase) to close the session
at 68,865; the Nifty50 rose by
419 points (a 2.1 per cent gain)
to end at 20,687. For both
indices, this marked the most
significant single-day gain in
nearly 14 months. Moreovetr,
the Sensex and the NiftySO
reached fresh highs on both
intraday and closing bases.

The Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) emerged victori-
ous in three state elections by
retaining Madhya Pradesh
and wresting Chhattisgarh

and Rajasthan - from the
Congress. The BJP’s perform-

ance surpassed expectations,

as the elections were widely

considered a close fight in
three states.

The election results
assuaged investor concerns
about whether a poor show-
ing by the ruling party would
heighten the risk of more fis-
cal populism. “The equity

market looks at how money

is being spent effectlvely and
the sustainability by way of
policymaking,” said A
Balasubramanian, managing
director & CEO, Aditya Birla
Sun Life AMC. “The market
reaction is a clear endorse-
ment of growth and not driv-
en by freebies.”

He further said: “The val-
uation picture is not concern-
ing as long as the cost of cap-
ital does not rise, the interest
rate trend remains the same,
and there is no doubt on the
growth outlook of India.”

The surge in the market
capitalisation of all listed
stocks on the BSE marked the
highest one-day gain since
May 17, 2022, when the state-
owned Life Insurance
Corporation (LIC) was listed.

Pranav Haridasan, MD &
CEO, Axis Securities, said:
“The assembly election
results have thrown a positive
surprise for the markets, with
the markets now assigning a

greater probability of contin--

uation of existing govern-
ment policies beyond 2024~
‘ Turn to Page 6 »
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Indian companies should invest in
climate vulnerable’ nations: Nasheed

Jacob Koshy
DUBAI

More Indian companies
ought to be investing in
clean energy projects in
Maldives and other ‘cli-
mate vulnerable’ countries
instead of putting money
In “iron and steel” as this
would be a “good invest-
ment”, former Maldives
President Mohamed Nash-
eed told The Hindu on
Monday.

Currently, the Secre-
tary-General, Climate Vul-
nerable Forum (CVF) - a
grouping of 58 countries

that are particularly vul-
nerable to natural disasters
from climate change - Mr.
Nasheed said India’s com-
mitment to installing 500
GW of electricity from non-
fossil fuel sources and re-
ducing emissions by 45%
suggested that “it was on
track” as far meeting its
commitments to the Paris
Agreement was Con-
cerned. The 2015 agree-
ment, to which India is a
signatory, seeks to cap glo-
bal average temperature
rise below 2°C and “as far
as possible” below 1.5°C.
“More than taking on emis-

s s TR

Mohamed Nasheed

sion cuts, India should be
investing more in renewa-
ble energy projects in cli-
mate-vulnerable  coun-

tries,” said Mr. Nasheed.

Mr. Nasheed said that he
had seen interest from
“several Indian investors”
in investing in renewable
energy projects, particular-
ly solar and wind projects,
in countries that are part of
the grouping.

Development banks and
richer developed countries
could play an important |
role in “de-risking invest- |
ments”, he said while
stressing that the vulnera-
ble countries were not
really asking for grants but
seeking real investments in
their economies.
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Sensex, Nifty climb 2%, scale
new peaks after poll results

BJP’s victory in three States lifts sentiment as investors bet on stability post 2024 general elections;

ICICL State Bank of India lead gains in the Sensex, while 44 of the Nifty’s 50 stocks post advances

Press Trust of India
MUMBAI

he Sensex and Nifty
T rose more than 2%

to close at record
highs on Monday, marking
the fifth straight day of
gains as the BJP’s poll victo-
ry in three States boosted
investor sentiment.

The 30-share BSE Sen-
sex jumped 1,383.93
points, or 2.05%, to close at
a lifetime high of 68,865.12.
The benchmark logged its
biggest single-day jump
since May 20, 2022.

The broader Nifty also
climbed 2.07% to an all-

Bulls apace: The Sensex logged its biggest one-day jump since May
20, 2022, with the gauge posting its fifth straight advance. REUTERS

time closing high of
20,686.80. Analysts said
BJP’s clear majority in
Madhya Pradesh, Rajas-

than and Chhattisgarh
State polls strengthened
the positive sentiment built
up last week following ro-

bust macroeconomic num-
bers and unabated foreign
fund inflows. Oil prices ho-
vering below $80/barrel al-
so lifted sentiment.

ICICI Bank and SBI led
the Sensex higher with
gains of 4.68% and 3.99%,
respectively. Other gainers
included Larsen & Toubro
and HDFC Bank.

The BJP’s landslide win
in three States “spurred a
rally with an anticipation
that the country will wit-
ness a stable government
post the general elections
next year,” said Vinod Nair,
Head of Research at Geojit
Financial Services.

RPL case: SAT
nixes SEBI's
order against
RIL's Ambani

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

The Securities Appellate
Tribunal (SAT) on Monday
set aside the penalty im-
posed by SEBI on Reliance
Industries’ Chairman Mu-
kesh Ambani and two oth-
er entities in a case related
to alleged manipulative
trading in the shares of
erstwhile Reliance Petro-
leum Ltd. (RPL) in 2007.

In January 2021, SEBI
imposed fines including a
¥25 crore fine on RIL and
%15 crore on Mr. Ambani.

GST appeals pile up as new
filings near 3,000 till October

The Hindu Bureau

NEW DELHI

Pending taxpayer appeals
over central GST levies
have risen by as much as
25% through the first seven
months of this financial
year, with almost 3,000
new appeals being filed
since April, the Finance Mi-
nistry informed Parlia-
ment on Monday, acknow-
ledging that such appeals
have risen significantly in
recent times.

As per data shared with
the Lok Sabha, the number
of taxpayer appeals pend-
ing under the GST regime,

have actually seen a higher
uptick over the first half of
this year than all of fiscal
2022-23, when about 2,100
appeals were added to the
pending cases list.

The number of pending
appeals over central GST
levies stood at 14,897 as of

October 31, compared with
about 11,899 on March 31.
More than 2,300 of these
appeals were filed between
April and June and about
660 appeals were filed in
the four-month period bet-
ween July and October.
While the ministry reit-
erated the Centre’s deci-
sion to constitute State
Benches of the much-
awaited GST Appellate Tri-
bunals, as per the recom-
mendations of the GST
Council, it did not give an
explicit response to mem-
bers’ queries about the an-
ticipated timeline for their
operationalisation.







Positives galore as Men in Blue
look to build a new T20 core

The leadership of Suryakumar a major plus along with Bishnoi and Jaiswal’s top-draw efforts; Ruturaj, Rinku and Mukesh,

too, appear capable of delivering the goods; the Axar conundrum needs to be addressed in the lead-up to the World Cup

AUSTRALIA IN INDIA

M. Sudarshan
BENGALURL

f India’s recently con-
l cluded five-match

T201 series against
Australia is to be seen as an
audition ahead of next
June’s T20 World Cup in
the Caribbean and United
States, the actors in fray
seemingly look the part.

From Ruturaj Gaikwad
to Yashasvi Jaiswal to Rin-
ku Singh to Ravi Bishnoi to
Mukesh Kumar, all players
navigated the hurdle with
the kind of creative imagi-
nation that is a prerequisite
in the game’s shortest
format.

If Ruturaj and Jaiswal’s
opening salvo of shots seta
deafeningly high tone, Rin-
ku's batting prowess in the
middle and end overs,
Bishnoi's stifling spin in the
PowerPlay and Mukesh's
exploits at the death gave
this Indian side a well-
rounded look.

What also stood out was
Suryakumar Yadav's mai-
den captaincy spell. With
Rohit Sharma’s future as a
T20 skipper uncertain,
and Hardik Pandya still re-
covering from an ankle in-
jury, Suryakumar appears
to have quietly thrown his
hat into the ring. While five
matches may be all too
small a sample to judge lea-
dership acumen, a positive
assessment from a fellow

player is not to be dis-
counted. “Surya has given
us a free hand,” said pacer
Arshdeep Singh, who de-
fended 10 runs off the last
over in Bengaluru on Sun-
day to hand India a 4-1 vic-
tory. “He has given both
bowlers and batters the
freedom to express their
capabilities. Wickets were
largely batting-friendly, but
he told us [bowlers] that
where there are challeng-
es, there are also
opportunities.

Unobtrusive

“He has played a lot of
cricket but he didn’t force
any plan on us. He backed
us 100%. His inputs came
only when we had to im-
prove a few things and we
were all very receptive to
that.”

The lone bit of course-
correction India may have
to do is to accommodate
Axar Patel in the T20 set-
up. Dropped for the up-
coming three-match T201
series in South Africa for
reasons unknown, the left-
arm spinner turned in a
stupendous performance
against the Aussies.

Axar bowled 20 overs in
all, picked up six wickets
and gave away runs at a
miserly Econ. rate of 6.2.
There is also a view that
the 29-year-old offers more
bang for your buck as a
T20 batter than Ravindra
Jadeja, as he showcased
with a crucial 21-ball 31 on
a challenging track at the

bwat)
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M. Chinnaswamy Stadium.

All of which suggests
that even though the India-
Australia tourney came
close on the heels of a
draining World Cup sche-
dule, its importance can-
not be understated.

As India transitions
away from its old guard,
the casting directors ap-
pear close to identifying a
core group. The rehearsals
may well begin with com-
ing Sunday’s contest ver-
sus South Africa in Dur-

Forceful performance: Axar showed what India might miss in South Africa. K. MURALI KUMAR

India-Australia T20l series in numbers

Ruturaj 5 223

123* 159.28 1/1

Suryakumar 5 144 &0 160.00 /1
Jaiswal 5 138 53 168.29 01
Bishnoi 5 g 3/32 18.22 4.20
Behrendorff 4 2/32 17.83 6.58
Axar 3 6 3/16 20.66 6.20

ban, the first of six T20Is
the Men in Blue will play
against the Proteas and Af-

ghanistan in the lead-up to
the marquee event next
summer.
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Schefller clinches title at
Hero World Challenge

A bogey free four-under 68 in the final round does the job for the World No. 1 as he finishes

three shots ahead of nearest rival Straka; Fitzpatrick and Thomas fail to mount a challenge

GOLF

Ashwin Achal
NASSAU

hird time’s a charm
T for Scottie Schef-

fler. After finishing
second in the 2021 and
2022 editions of the Hero
World Challenge, Schefiler
went the distance and
claimed the title here on
Sunday.

A bogey free four-under
68 in the final round did
the job for Scheffler (20-
under 268 overall), who
finished a comfortable
three shots ahead of near-
est rival Sepp Straka.

“It was really cool for
me two years ago just to
get into this tournament. I
had seen the Hero World
Challenge pretty much my
entire life and it seemed
like such a fun time. It's de-
finitely nice to win. Finish-
ing second is not nearly as
good a feeling as finishing
first,” Scheffler, the World
No. 1, said.

Scheffler will enter 2024
full of confidence. “It's de-
finitely nice to have the
momentum of a win as I
get into preparing for next
season,” he said.

| Hero
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Finally! Scheffler went all the way this time around after finishing
second the last two years. GETTY IMAGES

Matt Fitzpatrick (70)
and Justin Thomas (67)
could not mount a chal-
lenge as Scheffler claimed

his third win of the year.
Tiger Woods returned a

72 to finish in 18th spot.
Woods, returning from

an injury, was happy to get
through the four rounds.

"l think I have come a
long way from being a bit
rusty to playing four
rounds. Just the physicality
of playing and competing
again — | haven't done this
in a while.

Woods happy

“It was nice to get out
there with the guys and
have some fun,” Woods
said.

The 2021 and 2022
champion, Viktor Hov-
land, made up for disap-
pointing three rounds with
a stellar nine-under 63 on
Sunday. Hovland (nine-un-
der 279) finished tenth.

Collin Morikawa was as-
sessed a two-stroke penal-
ty for violating Model Local
Rule G-11, which restricts
players from using green-
reading materials other
than their yardage book
that has been approved for
use in the competition.
Morikawa finished
seventh.

The scores (top four): 268:
Seottie Scheffler (69, 66, 65, 68);
271: Sepp Straka (72, 67, 68, 64);
272: Justin Thomas (70, 67, 68,
67); 273: Tony Finau (67, 71, 68,
&67), Matt Fitzpatrick (70, 68, 65,
70).



AGENCIES @Barcelona

JOAO Felix’s superb dinked
finish earned Barcelona a vital
1-0 win over Atletico Madrid on
Sunday in the La Liga title race.
The Portuguese forward, on
loan at Barca from Atletico,
made no secret of his pleasure
to escape the Spanish capital
this summer and made his par-
ent club pay at the Olympic
Stadium.

Felix was criticised by some
Atletico players ahead of the
game and Barca coach Xavi
Hernandez called on him to use
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Barca loan star Felix makes Atletico pay in title race

those words as inspiration,
which he duly did.

The forward’s goal allowed
Barca to reclaim third place
from Atletico, now trailing
leaders Real Madrid and sec-
ond place Girona by four
points.

“He made the difference for
the team again, he gave every-
thing, working hard, stealing
the ball back, I am very happy
for him,” Xavi told reporters.

Earlier winless bottom side
Almeria were held 0-0 at home
by 10-man Real Betis, seventh,
on Sunday.



Spurs hold Man City in

Champions drop to third, three
points behind leaders Arsenal

v

MANCHESTER, AFP

anchester City were

stunned by a depleted

Tottenham as Dejan
Kulusevski's 90th minute
equaliser earned Spursa thrill-
ing 3-3 draw at the Enhad on
Sunday.

Tottenham manager Ange
Postecoglou insisted he would
not relent from his philosophy
of relentless attacking football
despite facing the might of City
with a mounting injury Crisis,
and earned his reward.

Spurs captain Son Heu-
ng-min scored at both ends
inside the opening 10 minutes.

Phil Foden put City in front
before half-time, but Giovani
Lo Celso levelled 20 minutes
from time.

Jack Grealish restored the
home side’s lead once more,
only for Kulusevski's header to
ensure City have now dropped
points in five of their last eight
league games.

The English and European
champions dropto third inthe

table, three points behind lead-
ers Arsenal.

A point lifts Tottenham into
fifth and snaps a run of three
consecutive defeats.

The visitors’ daring ap-
proach was met with an early
reward. Son raced onto Ku-
lusevski’s ball over the top
and Ederson failed to prevent
the South Korean scoring his
eighth goal against City.

The lead only lasted three
minutes as Son cancelled out
his opener at the wrong end.

Julian Alvarez’s free-kick
was flicked on by Erling Haa-
land and deflected off the un-
fortunate Soninto hisown net.

Spursstarted for the second
consecutive game without a
recognised centre-back and
they never looked capable of
restricting City going forward.

Pep Guardiola’s men should
have had the game out of sight
before half-time.

Haaland missed two glaring
opportunities by his standards,
while Jeremy Dokuand Alvarez
hit the woodwork. Yet, City did

FOOTBALL EPL

Tottenham Hotspur’s Dejan Kulusevs

thriller

Ki's joy knows no bounds after scoring a last-gasp

equaliser against Manchester City during their Premier League tie on Sunday. arp

produce a move of clinical pre-
cision to go in front on 31 min-
utes. Doku fed Alvarez inside
the box and the Argentinian
squared tor Fodentoslothome.

Lo Celso fired in off the post
for his second goal in as many
games. Tottenham’s deter-
mination to play out from the

back looked to have cost them
1O minutes from toime.

Rodi robbed Yves Bissouma
and played in Haaland, who
crossed for Grealish to tap
home. But the drama was far
fromover. Kulusevski timed his
run perfectly to head in Bren-
nan Johnson's cross.

City were incensed in stop-
page time when referee Simon
Hooper stopped the game to
award the home side a free-
kick when Grealish was clean
through ongoal. Haaland faces
possible disciplinary action af-
ter complaining about Hooper
on social media.
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-Hithaishree, Laksh
enter summit ties

BENGALURU, DHNS

hird-seeded laksh

Chengappaof Karnata-

ka putupaclinical show
in the Under-17 boys’ cate-
gory to march into the final
following his straight-game
win against Gnana Datta TT
of Telangana in the all-India
sub-junior ranking badmin-
ton tournament here.

Laksh, who posted a 21-19,
21-16 winin hislast-four bout,
will take on top seed Ansh
Negi of Uttarakhand in the
summit tie.

In the Under-15 girls’ cate-
gory, Hithaishree L. Rajaiah
overcame stiff challenge from
State-mate Aikya Shetty 21-12,
20-22, 21-14 to make the final.
Results (all semifinals): Under-17:
Boys: Singles: 1-Ansh Negi (Utr) bt
Prateek Koundilya (Kar) 21-16, 14-
21, 24-22; 3-Laksh Chengappa MA
(Kar) bt Gnana Dattu TT (Tel) 21-19,
21-16.

Doubles: Bjorn Jaison/ Aathish
Sreenivas PV (Ker) bt 4-Divyansh
Agrawal (CG)/ Niraj Keshri (Jha)
22-24,21-10, 21-13; 2-Bala Pranay
Pragada (AP)/ Pranit Somani (Mah)
bt Showrya Kiran J (Tel)/ Harish
Ragavendiran V (Pud) 21-16, 11-21,
21-12.

Girls: Singles: Dianka Waldia (Del)
bt Rishika Nandi (Del) 21-12, 21-
18: 3 Tanvi Reddy Andluri (Tel)

bt Adarshini ShriNB (TN) 16-21,
21-17,.21-8.

Doubles: 4-Deepak Raj Aditi/ Pon-
namma BV Vriddhi (Kar) bt Keerthy
Manchala (Tel)/ Varna P (TN) 21-15,
21-8; Lakshmi Ridhima Devineni/
Sarayu Suryaneni (Tel) bt Riya Su
shil/ Nandita Thomas (Ker) 21-19,
21-16,

Mixed doubles: Niranjaan GN/ Var-
na P (TN) bt 5-Arnav Sharma (Ra))/
Dianka Waldia (Del) 21-13, 21-15;
Vishnu Kedhar Kode (AP)/ Skiedeep
Kour (J&K) bt Sri Aditya Harsha
Vardhan Bomakanti/ Sarayu Surya-
neni (Tel) 19-21, 21-15, 21-19.

U-15: Boys: Singles: Akhil Reddy
Bobba (AP) bt 1-Aksh Singh (Del)
21-15, 21-19; 5-Kiran Noguchi (Ker)
bt Prangan Choudhury (Asm) 15-21,
21-12,23-21.

Doubles: 3-Charan Ram Thippana/
Hari Krishna Veeram Reddy (AP) bt
Kiran Noguchi/ Javed Rahman (Ker)
21-16, 21-19; 5-Akhil Reddy Bobba/
Abhishek Bonu (AP) bt Srikar Ven-
kata Praneeth Kornala/ Gowtham
Kumar Yandra (AP) 21-18, 21-16.
Girls: U-15 (semifinal): Singles:
Hithaishree L Rajaiah (Kar) bt Aikya
Shetty (Kar) 21-12, 20-22, 21-14;
Rishika Nandi (Del) bt 5-Jananika R
(Pud) 19-21, 21-19, 21-19S.
Doubles: 5-Deepak Raj Aditi/
Ponnamma BV Vriddhi (Kar) bt
Pranjal Prashant Shinde/ Gatha
Suryawanshi (Mah) 21-9, 21-13;
Angel Chaudhary (Utr)/ Shubhangi
Chaudhary (Chg) bt Jananika R
(Pud)/ Hithaishree L Rajaiah (Kar)
21-18,19-21, 21-16.

Mixed doubles: 6-Mohan Krishna
Kursam/ Lakshmi Ridhima Devi-
neni (Tel) bt Sailo Vanlalhruaia/
Zoramthari Renthlei (Miz) 21-11,
21-12; 5-Bapun Rout (Ori)/ Shreya
Tripathi (Del) bt Javed Rahman/
Ninu Mariya Thomas (Ker) 21-18,
21-17.

.......
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Hithaishree L Rajaiah
reacts after winninga
point against State-mate
Alkya Shetty in thegirls’
Under-15 semifinals at KBA

on Monday. bH PHOTO/ BH
SHIVAKUMAR
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Surya comes out of shadows

Self-styled
Mumbaikar has
infused his fearless

style into youngsters

R o

SIDNEY KIRAN
BENGALURU. DHNS

voung and fearless Indi-
an team checked most of
boxesinthe 4-1 semes
triumph over Australia. Com-
ing inthe immediate aftermath
of a heart-breaking defeat 1o
the same opponents in the ICC
ODI World Cup final a fort-
nightago.one of the highlights
of the series was the captaincy
of Survakumar Yadav.

Unlike many of his illustri-
ous ODIl colleagues. who could
take time out to mourn over a
shartering — emotionally and
phyvsically — defeats in Indian
cricket history. Survakumar
had to pack his bags and head
to Visakhapatnam to lead a
hungry voung side 1n the five-
match T20I] series against an
Australia who also had a hand-
ful of reinforcements. There
simply was no ume for rest nor
recovery, just enough 1o wipe
away the tears, chuck the ns-
sues and carry on for probably
his biggest assignment.

Although India have tnalled
plenty of captains in the recent
years, especially in T201s with
Suryakumar being the seventh
man for the job since Shikhar
Dhawan was handed the remns
in 2021, the privilege to call the
toss still doesn’t come easy One

- has to really earn his stripes.
. Suryakumar, a late bloomer

who forced his way into the
Indian team following some
sensational exploits for Mum-
bai Indians in the IPL, knows
itwell.

He'salsoawarethat once his

MI team-mate Hardik Pandya
returns from injury or Rohit
Sharma opts to play the short-
est format, leadership will he
taken away from him as thetwo
are the first choices. The series
against Australia was a test of
his leadership acumen and
the early signs are promising.
The 33-year-old Mumbaikar,
known for his fearless stroke
play no matter what the situa
Lon, oppositon or conditions
are, has let that same attitude
percolate to his young batters.

Yashasvi Jaiswal, Rutura)
Galkwad and Rinku Singh
batted with all-out aggression,
seldom worrying about then
dismissals. Kight from ball
one, ther intenton was to find
a boundary, none displaying
the circumspection that some

o

celebrated seniors are guilty
of often in white-ball cricket.
Yes, there were plenty high-
risk shots which broughtabout
their untimely dismissals at
umes but, given the heence to
go torthe kill, they batted only
in top gear without worrying
about the fear of talure,

Lven the bowlers, who were
largely under the pump on
batting friendly wickets, held
the nerve incructal moments
Barrmg the toed game i Gu
wahatu where they were blown
away by the brilliance of Glenn
Maxwell and excess dew which
brerally turned the ball into a
soap, they it the necessary
lengths and lines when i o
tered. Spinners Ravi Bishno
and Axar Patel were exeep
anonal m mddle overs, picking

One of the positives for India from thejust—cnncll.jdo series against urlia was Surykumar Yadav's captaincy. e

up wickets and stifling the run
flow, while pacer Mukesh Ku-
mar was outstanding at the
start and deach, At tense mo-
ments, Ssuryakumarbarely lost
his cool and backed his boys to
vl the job done.

Pacer Avshdeep Singh, who
defended 10 vans i the final
over ol the last game here on
Sunday, haded Suryakumar's
captamcy. “Last e ma press
conterence, Ravie(Bishnon had
satd thatSurya cives a treehand
toallotus Lalso wanted to say
thesame  hegvesalotol free
domfor the bowlers. e allows
the batters 1o express them
selves. For us bowlers, evenin
the testlour matches where we
had to play on batung friendly
(itches, hejust told us to make
the maost ol the opportunities.

"He told us not to worry
about the results but follow
the right process. As | said he
gave usalotoffreedom. He juse
didn’t allow us to come under
the pressure of playing inter-
national cricket. He told us
bowlers that whatever plan we
have inour nund, he'll back it.”

India’s next big assignment
1s the tour o South Africa
where Suryakumar will be
lcading again in T201s which
start on December 10. Yet
again, there'a very little turn-
around time but Suryakumar
knows with the T20 World
Cup just six months away, it’s
another fabulous opportuni-
ty to showcase his leadership
skills, strengthen his bond with
youngsters and make a case for
himself.



Barca’s loan star Felix
makes Atletico pay

ELRO LEAGLES

Agence France-Presse
BARCELONA

Joao Felix's superb dinked
finish earned Barcelona a
vital 1-0 win over Atletico
Madrid on Sunday in the
LaLiga title race,

The Portuguese for-
ward, on loan at Barca
from Atletico, made no se-
cret of his pleasure to es-
cape the Spanish capital
this summer and made his
parent club pay at the
Olympic Stadium.

Felix was criticised by
some  Atletico  players
ahead of the game and Bar-
ca coach Xavi Hernandez
cilled on him to use those
words as  inspiration,
which he duly did.

The forward's goal al-
lowed Barea to reclalm
third place from Atletico,
now trailing leader Real
Madrid and second place
Girona by four points.

Atletico has not won
away against the champion
in LaLiga since 2006, a run

Tha hare: Felix about to dink the ball over Gldak for Barcelona’s
WINNEer, AP

now stretching to 18
matches, but arrived think-
ing this could be the time
to snap that streak,

Since crumbling to a de-
feat in the El Clasico by

Rizal Madrid at the end of

October, Barcelona  has
struggled for form and
confidence,

Inter Milan maintained
a two-point lead at the top
of Serfe A on Sunday after
running out convineing 3-0
winner at Napoli, whose
title defence already ap-
pears on its last legs,

Beautifully taken goals
from Hakan Calhanoglu,
Nicolo Barella and Marcus
Thuram pushed Inter back
above closest challenger
Juventus, which briefly
held top spot after beating
Monza on Friday.

Napoli is now 11 points
off the pace and travels to
Juve next weekend,

The results:

LaLlga: Barcelona 1 [Joao Fellx
28) b Atletico Madrid 0.

Serle A: Napoli 0 lost to Inter 3
(Calhanoglu 44, Barella 62,

Thuram B5}),

East Bengal produces a
five-star show against
NorthEast United FC

1SL-10)

KOLEATA

East Bengal came up with
its best performance in the
Indian  Super League,
blanking NorthEast United
FC 50 at the Salt Lake Sta-
divm here on Monday.
Cleiton Silva and  se-
cond-half substitute Nand-
hakumar Sekar found the
target twice each after Bor-
ji Herrera gave it the lead,
The hosts pressed for
the advantage right from
the start and scored the
opener in spectacular fash-
ion in the l4th minute
when Herrera was set up
on top of the NEUFC box
by a superb assist from the
yvoung PV. Vishnu, The
Spanish  midfelder un-
leashed a rasping left-foo-

ter that found the corner of

the net.
East Bengal doubled the
lead in the 24th minute

Piling It on: East Bengal proved unstoppable against NEUFC,
scaring goals at will. DERASISH BHADURI

when Spanish playmalker
Saul Crespo used a rabona
kick to release Mandar Rao
Dessai. The East Bengal
left-back’s sharp lob was
nodded home by Brazilian
striker Silva, East Bengal
had  another  chance
through Vishnu in the 45th
minute but goalkeeper K.
Mirshad thwarted it.

The Kolkata giant re-
turned after the break with
greater resolve and trebled
the lead in the 62nd mi-

nute through substitute
Nandhakumar, who re-
placed Vishnu at halfF-time,

Nandhakumar then as-
sisted Silva in the 66th mi-
nute to make it 4-0 before
completing the scoring in
the Blst minute, flicking
home a Naorem Mahesh
Singh assist.

The result:

East Bengal 5 (Herrera 14, Silva 24
£ 66, Nandhoakurmar 62 &81) bt
NorthEast United FC 0,

M BGBGE



DIV NEWS




Editorial

THE IINDU

Tuesday, December 5, 2023
BENGALURU

A dark shadow on New Delhis credibility

n the shadowy world of espionage,
intelligence and covert operations, the only
rule is to never get caught carrying out a
mission. In the more visible world of public
diplomacy, the only rule is to never get caught
telling a lie or denying what might wrn out to be
true. The recent publication of a United States
Department of Justice indictment against an
Indian national for targeting wanted Khalistani
separatists in North America, at the behest of a
government official who may or may not have
been acting alone, is as yet an unproven
allegation that must stand trial, but is one that
has nonetheless cast a dark shadow on New
Delhi’s credibility in terms of both covert capacity
and public messaging, which must be addressed.

Other operations in the limelight

The indictment also comes on the heels of a
number of intelligence operations that have been
challenged in courts in other friendly countries in
recent years: from the forcible return of a United
Arab Emirates princess, Latifah, by the Indian
Coast Guard in international waters in 2018 that
has been criticised by a court in the United
Kingdom, to the “attempted kidnap” of
businessman-on-the-run Mehul Choksi from
Antigua to Dominica by British nationals alleged
10 have been working for Indian agencies in 2021,
and the conviction of eight former Indian naval
officers in Qatar for espionage, which is now in
appeal. While the extra-judicial military court
trial against former Indian naval officer
Kulbhushan Jadhav in Pakistan since 2016 has
been challenged by India at the International
Court of Justice (IC]), the fact that he was
operating his business from Iran, a friendly
neighbour, has no doubt been noted. Meanwhile,
the circulation of a list of alleged operations
against wanted Khalistani and Pakistani
operatives not just in Pakistan but also in Nepal,
Italy, the United Kingdom and Thailand, has been
hailed in the media as proof of the Indian security
establishment’s global reach. It must be
remembered that the government has so far not
accepted that it ordered any of these operations,
but is not averse to the larger narrative that
security agencies have been “empowered” to
carry them out.

It is in this context that the government must
engage with the troubling questions thrown up by
the latest allegations — by the U.S. of a conspiracy
to murder Gurpatwant Singh Pannun in New
York, that also indicates a link to the murder of
Hardeep Singh Nijjar in Canada, and the direct
allegation by Canada, made by its Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau on the Nijjar killing. To begin with,
the text of the American indictment unravels two
conspiracies — one carried out by the Indian who
has been indicted, Nikhil Gupta, who was
allegedly directed by a senior government
intelligence official, and the other carried out by

The lasting
impact of the
episode of the
American
indictment

against an
Indian national
will lie in the
image India
wishes to
project

1o the world

the Federal Bureau of Investigation and Drug
Enforcement Administration, to entrap him by
providing an undercover officer to him as the
hitman. The fact that the U.5. government did not
share all that it knew with India questions the
claims made otherwise that the two countries
have, between them, reached the pinnacle of
security cooperation this vear. To not have shared
them even when Mr. Trudeau made his statement
in Parliament might have spared New Delhi the
blushes when the details of the U.S. indictment
were published. Instead, despite two meetings
between U.S. President Joe Biden and Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, four berween Minister of
External Affairs 5. Jaishankar and U.5. Secretary
of State Antony Blinken, and several between
Mational Security Adviser (NSA) Ajit Doval and his
U.5. counterpart NSA Jake Sullivan, as well as
Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) and Intelligence
chiefs, the U.5. appears to have cautioned India,
but not revealed the full extent of information it
had gathered.

Trust is still an issue

For the 1.5, it is also obvious that it does not
trust the information India has shared on Mr.
Pannun, Nijjar and the Khalistani separatist
movement, and hence is more focused on the
plot against them than it is on curbing their
activities. For India, given India’s deep concerns
with Mr. Pannun's radical rhetoric, even
broadcasting a threat against Air India flights, and
threats to diplomats and embassies, the U.S.s
actions are a breach of trust.

The actions hark back to the nature of
intelligence sharing in 2008, when the U.S.
warned India about the impending 26/11 terror
threat (November 2008 Mumbai arttacks), but did
not divulge that the source of the information was
Lashkar-e-Taiba operative David Coleman
Headley, who even re-entered India with another
diabolical plan in 2009, After the U.S. arrested
Headley, it entered a plea bargain, that meant the
man who decided the targets and planned the
attacks to precision could never be brought to
justice in India, and the government was forced
to take his testimony via video-camera for the
trial.

What this indicates is that while bilateral ties
and strategic ties are growing in different spheres,
trust between both couniries has not kept apace.
While much commentary is focused in the short
term on whether Mr. Biden will confirm his
attendance at the Republic Day parade and the
Quad summit (Australia, India, Japan and U.5.) in
January, it is the impact on the longer arc of the
relationship that both sides must focus on.

By extension, South Block must also look at the
impact of its actions among western allies
including the “Five Eyes” intelligence partnership
(Australia, Canada, New Zealand, the U.K. and the
U.5.}. By rejecting Canadian allegations outright,

expelling diplomats and suspending visas, while
accepting the U.8s allegations more calmly and
setting up a high-level inquiry to investigate them,
New Delhi has demonstrated a double standard
in its international engagements. The difference
between India's reactions to Khalistani protests,
and the attempted frebombing of the San
Francisco consulate, to protests in the UK.,
Australia and Canada is also stark: while their
envoys have been summoned and Mr. Modi has
publicly raised the Khalistan issue and protection
of Indian-origin minorities with their leaders, the
government has been more discreet in its
concerns with the U.5. Conversely, there is a
well-recorded double standard from the West
when it comes to extra-judicial covert operations
and assassinations — the CIA, MIG and Mossad
have often eliminated those they see as a threat
on foreign shores, while sanctioning Russia for
the Skripal attacks, Saudi Arabia for the
Khashoggi killing, and publicly shaming India
over the alleged claims on Mr. Pannun and Nijjar,
and all Five Eve nations including New Zealand
have issued statements criticising India for its
actions against Canada. While such double
standards are as old as time, it is significant that
they have not been whittled down by the
significant strengthening of the India-L1.5.
relationship, billed as the “most consequential
partnership of the century”,

Impact on the neighbourhood

Further afield, India must address the impact of
the case on the neighbourhood. Countries such
as Sri Lanka and Bangladesh stood with India on
the Canada issue, but as details of the U.S.
indictment are revealed, South Asian capitals,
and not just Islamabad, will be studying the
footprint of Indian agencies in their countries as
well. South Block and its embassies in the
neighbourhood will have to go the extra mile to
assure the neighbours, especially in Kathmandu,
Dhaka, Male and Colombo, where reports about
India’s “hand” in domestic politics is often
discussed in exaggerated tones.

Eventually, the lasting impact of the episode
will lie in the image India wishes to project to the
world — as a “hard power™ that is willing to risk
international ire and ties in pursuing those it
considers a threat in any corner of the world in
any manner it deems fit. Or that of an adherent to
international law that builds its case through its
diplomats, turning global opinion in its favour to
achieve its ends, albeit at the risk of being seen as
a “soft power". The Ministry of External Affairs
has said categorically that covert, extra-judicial
assassinations are not this government's policy
and that the allegations will be investigated. A
deeper investigation would reveal whether India’s
actions align with its values and interests.

sutasing hi@thehinduw. co.in —I_




CLIMATE JUSTICE
ISAMUST,BUT SO IS
MEETING GREEN TARGETS

N the day Narendra Modi chastised the Global North

for hypocrisy at COP28, India’s national weather fore-

caster predicted a warmer winter ahead. This Novem-

ber has already been declared the warmest since 1901.

It was a cold reminder of sorts for a country that has
been made to bleed by extreme climatic events. So the prime
minister’s call for action based on climate justice, equality
and shared responsibility was spot on. He said: “A small
section of mankind has exploited nature indiscriminately;
But the whole of humanity is paying its price, especially the
residents of the Global South. This thinking of ‘only my
welfare’ will take the world towards darkness.” India’s his-
torical share in global carbon emissions over a century and
a half is about 3.21 percent. In contrast, the UK’s share in
cumulative global emissions is 4.5 percent while the US ac-
counts for over 29 percent.

There is little doubt that climate action must be a global
effort, rather than developed nations adopting the position of
high priests and leaving the developing countries to pay for
their aspirations. After Russia’s war in Ukraine started, rich
countries were quick to fall back on coal and oil-based energy
despite commitments to the contrary. Another marker of
their double standards is the $100-billion Green Climate Fund,
which has failed to take off, as Modi pointed out in Dubai. Set
up in 2009, it was to be funded by developed nations for helping
developing nations move more towards renewable energy.

India’s requirements necessitate the use of coal-fired en-
ergy to meet its development demands. The country plans to
Invest over 780,000 crore over the next five years to increase
coal production to meet the demands of the world’s largest
population. But it needs to adopt caution at the same time.
QHmaw change’s impact on the economically-weaker sec-
t}ons and on infrastructure will only grow sharply if correc-
tive measures are not taken in time. Adopting technology for
reducing carbon emissions and doubling down on renewable
énergy commitments must take priority, Although India
skipped the pledge by 110 nations to triple the global renew-
able energy installed capacity by 2030, it must not lose sight
of its own target. India has taken a leadership position in the

G}obal South and must ensure that it walks the talk—but
w1thout_ compromising on national interests.
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